Minister of Justice of Lithuania: Many People in Europe Are Unaware of the Losses Caused by the Soviet Regime in the Baltics
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Many people in Europe are unaware of the losses caused to the Baltic States by the Soviet rule; therefore, the joint undertaking of the Baltic States to endeavour achieving that Russia is held liable for Soviet crimes will allow for bringing this issue to an international level, as stated by Juozs Bernatonis, Minister of Justice of Lithuania.
He said that the declaration signed by the ministers of justice of all the three Baltic States on the claim of occupation damages was not just a formal document, particularly due to the fact that Latvia and Estonia, unlike Lithuania, had not calculated the losses caused by the Soviet regime.
“The Declaration is aimed at highlighting the need for the solution of this problem at an international level and formalising it in international law; likewise, it is a joint document signed by the ministers of justice of all three countries. If we do nothing, we will never receive compensation or evaluation. Only few people in Europe know about the losses caused to Lithuania. The goal is to increase awareness in Europe and other countries to finally be able to do it also at the level of the European Union,” Bernatonis told the BNS Agency.
As reported, on 5 November, ministers of justice of the Baltic States signed the declaration on the need to demand Russia pay compensation for losses caused during the Soviet occupation. The signing of this document was criticised by Tāvi Reivass, Prime Minister of Estonia.
Daiņus Žalims, Chairperson of the Constitutional Court of Lithuania, previously stated that the declaration was a tool of “political pressure”, indicating that Latvia and Estonia were interested in the practical experience of Lithuania in calculating occupation damages.
The declaration sets the goal that countries will calculate losses caused during the 50-year Soviet occupation that ended in the early 90s of the previous century and will allow for assessing Soviet crimes at an international level.
In 2000, Lithuania adopted a law that authorised the government to participate in negotiations with Russia regarding occupation damages. Lithuania calculated that they had reached over 23 billion euros. The decision that authorised the government to claim compensation for losses was adopted at the referendum and was formalised in the law.
